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Assembly Bill No. 2482

CHAPTER 731

An act to add Section 490.6 to the Penal Code, relating to
amusement rides.

[Approved by Governor September 21, 1996. Filed
with Secretary of State September 23, 1996.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2482, Pringle. Amusement rides: park rules.
(1) Existing law authorizes a merchant, theater owner, or library

employee to detain a person for a reasonable period of time for
specified prohibited conduct. Existing law also makes it a
misdemeanor punishable as specified, to intentionally interfere with,
or obstruct the operation of, a lawful business.

This bill would authorize a person employed by an amusement
park to detain a person for a reasonable time for the purpose of
conducting an investigation in a reasonable manner whenever the
person employed by the amusement park has probable cause to
believe the person to be detained is violating lawful amusement park
rules; provide that if any person admitted to an amusement park
refuses or fails to follow lawful amusement park rules, after being so
informed, then an amusement park employee may request that the
person either comply or leave the premises, and if the person refuses
to leave the premises or comply with lawful park rules, then the
person shall be deemed to be intentionally interfering with and
obstructing those attempting to carry on a lawful business, thereby
imposing a state-mandated local program by expanding the
definition of a crime; and provide that in any civil action brought by
any person resulting from a detention or an arrest by a person
employed by an amusement park, it shall be a defense to that action
that the amusement park employee detaining or arresting the person
had probable cause to believe that the person was not following
lawful amusement park rules and that the amusement park
employee acted reasonably under all the circumstances.

(2) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse
local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this
act for a specified reason.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 490.6 is added to the Penal Code, to read:
490.6. (a) A person employed by an amusement park may detain

a person for a reasonable time for the purpose of conducting an
investigation in a reasonable manner whenever the person employed
by the amusement park has probable cause to believe the person to
be detained is violating lawful amusement park rules.

(b) If any person admitted to an amusement park refuses or fails
to follow lawful amusement park rules, after being so informed, then
an amusement park employee may request that the person either
comply or leave the premises. If the person refuses to leave the
premises or comply with lawful park rules, then the person shall be
deemed to be intentionally interfering with and obstructing those
attempting to carry on a lawful business within the meaning of
Section 602.1.

(c) In any civil action brought by any person resulting from a
detention or an arrest by a person employed by an amusement park,
it shall be a defense to that action that the amusement park employee
detaining or arresting the person had probable cause to believe that
the person was not following lawful amusement park rules and that
the amusement park employee acted reasonably under all the
circumstances.

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution because the
only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district will
be incurred because this act creates a new crime or infraction,
eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime
or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government
Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the meaning of
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution.

Notwithstanding Section 17580 of the Government Code, unless
otherwise specified, the provisions of this act shall become operative
on the same date that the act takes effect pursuant to the California
Constitution.
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